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BY EMILY GURNON

ike any design trend, bright white kitchens ebb and flow. These days, they
are hot.
“Any magazine you open, any award that’s being given out right now,
it’s all white-white,” said St. Paul designer David Heide, who recently cre-
ated a new Kkitchen in a house built in the 1890s by famed architect Cass Gil-
bert.

In this edition of Spaces, we’'ll take a look at four kitchens. They range
from the uber-white one in the Cass Gilbert house to others in the Twin Cit-
ies that either feature white or use white to set off some audacious colors in
a mid-century modern style.

Classic St. Paul beauty

One of the first things Robin Belisle
said to her husband, Brian, when
they bought their turn-of-the-century
St. Paul home was, “I love the house but
we should do something with the kitch-
en,” Brian recalls. “It took us 31 years.”

The kitchen had been recently redone,
but it didn't fit with the Belisles’ taste.
They finally decided in 2013 to install
off-white cabinets and countertops, a
white range hood and a white sink.

Other areas of the home already had
plenty of off-white painted woodwork,
so the plan created a “cohesive connec-
tion” between the front of the house and
the back, Heide said.

When Robin first saw the house, “T
was drawn to the painted woodwork
throughout the house,” she said. “I like
light and airy, and now our kitchen is
very much that way. It's joyful.”

And the design stays true to the
home's original character. That's one
reason they hired Heide, whose team
specializes in historic renovations.

People have noticed: Someone on a tour through the historic home told
Robin that they, too, have a Cass Gilbert house, with the original cabinets
intact. "And they look just like (ours),” Robin said.

For the countertops, the Belisles searched high and low;, finally discover-
ing two slabs of Bianco Romano granite.

“It looks a little bit like white marble, which is more period,” Brian said.
“Unfortunately from this quarry it's getting darker and darker, but we were
able to find what we thought was a little bit lighter piece.”

Heide recommended they hone the surface, to make it look less polished.
It was another way to create an older, more marble-like appearance in keep-
ing with the overall historic feel the couple now enjoys every day.
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