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home of the month

977 SUMMIT AVENUE

Louis & Rose Silverstein House, 1924
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From darkness to light, traditional to
. modern, duplex to condo, the Colonial
Revival/Mediterranean Revival residence
at 977 Summit Avenue has undergone a
21st century renewal.
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Led by David Heide Design Studio, the home required a preservation
of its past and a new vision for its future. “The biggest challenge was
in the beginning,” explained David Heide. “We knew the property
needed a major renovation, but we soon discovered that the deterio-

ration from decades of neglect was worse than expected.”

The roof was leaking, the interior walls were rotting, and there
were overgrown trees and shrubs shading the front of the house.

In addition, the original windows and terrace doors had been re-

placed with smaller-sized, modern ones. Heide was hired by the

new owners to convert the home from a duplex into two condos,
while adhering to the guidelines of the St. Paul Heritage Preser-
vation Commission and adding some modern twists.

“This was one of the most exciting projects,” said Heide. “It was an
architectural design treat. We took a duplex with two identical units
and transformed it into two condo units with nothing very similar
about them. The downstairs we restored to its traditional character;
whereas, the upstairs owners wanted a modern space.” The down-
stairs condo retained its traditional feel with period kitchen furni-
ture, but modern mechanicals. A few rooms were moved around
and a couple of additions were added. The upstairs condo includes a

sleek, modern kitchen, office space and a music room.

The home, located on the corner of Summit Avenue and
Chatsworth, was the last and largest of the 18 houses designed by
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