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" New Old House

Empty nesters refresh and restore
a vintage St. Paul bungalow

BY SUZY FRISCH | PHOTOS BY GREG PAGE
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mpty nesters Tim and Sandy wanted

to move back to the city from the sub-

urbs. When they found a bungalow in

St. Paul near the Mississippi River, they

were smitten with the neighborhood
and the space offered by the 1922 house. Problem
was, the home had been remodeled extensively
and, in the process, lost much of its inherent bun-
galow charm,

Previous owners had removed some windows,
original built-ins, and interior walls to make the
main floor more open, but the changes left the space
dark and lacking in personality. They also painted
over original woodwork and installed a kitchen that
Tim likens to a '60s mobile home. In its favor, the




pruojeck: KITCHEN

house possessed ample room for his woodworking work-  more gracious entry for guests, says architect Mark Nelson.
shop in the basement, a large kitchen, and two bedrooms The team added a wall to create more defined spaces for
and a bath upstairs. the living and dining rooms while bringing back some of

The couple turned to David Heide Design Studio of  the windows. The kitchen moved from the middle of the
Minneapolis to transform the home back to its original  main floor to the back of the house. The former kitchen
bungalow style, complete with Arts-and-Craftsdetailing. ~ became a side entrance for the family and a transition
Sandy and Tim envisioned a new layout within thesame  space between the kitchen and dining room that boasts

footprint, with a larger kitchen an island peninsula, shelves for cookbooks, and
and a master suite in place of two * asmall desk.
main-floor bedrooms. The kitchen is now spacious, functional, and

The design team’s solution FLeA BUSLCRA light-filled thanks to a trifecta of windows over-

began at the front of the house, looking the backyard. Green marble soapstone

where they captured space from ARCHITECT countertops, a white apron sink, white subway

a front porch and turned half of it tile backsplash, and the quarter-sawn white oak
E BUILDER: CROWN CON- ackSpiAsTY JLHAITTCT-57

it into a foyer, That provided a STRUCTION COMPANY, INC. cabinets combine to create a warm, usable place
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: KITCHEN

for just the couple or for casual entertaining,

“It’s probably one-and-a-half times bigger than the old
kitchen, but the most important thing is that it's now at
the end of the house so there is no cross-traffic through

ay the

. gn also moved the staircase to eliminate a
steep, awkward climb to the

ond story. Now the open

apany, Inc. of Golden
h a built-in buffet
-'(}pant_‘l dt‘:t} 5, 8 n.d

truction C
Valley helped bring back the charm v

space. Crown C

in the dining room, new moldings
other period millwork.

Two small main-loor bedrooms became a suite with
a spacious walk-in closet and a large, airy—and modern—
bathroom with both a walk-in shower and standalone
tub. Decorative stained glass in the front foyer and in the
bathroom ties the spaces together while reinforcing the
Arts-and-C =

While they were reworking the main floor, the own-
aind fix structural

ftsaest

ers decided to add a powder b
issues with the roof caused by past remodeling. While
those change were important in

restoring the house to its p own owner
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and president Willie Anderson.

Tim,aretired lawyer, i
bedrooms and a bath, and, eventually, he will remodel the
basement to include a family room and laundry room. For

nishing the ups reate two

now, though, the couple couldn’t be happier with the trans-
Sandy.“It hasalot of the
integrity of a bungalow, but now it has energy-efficient win-
dowsand a new kitchen. The layout works well for us” MH

formation. “It's a new old house”

SUZY FRISCH IS A FREELANCE WRITER IN APPLE VALLEY.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON FEATURED PRODUCTS AND SUPPLIERS, SEE PAGE 52.




