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NEVER BEFORE HAS A LUXURY S50 QUICKLY MORPHED into a necessity, but few
people foday would consider remodeling a house without making room for ahome office.
Andit's not just the libraries and book-lined dens of early 20th-century homes that are
making a comeback. Twenty-first-century computer niches and wired homework sta-
tions are finding their place on more floor plans, too. A recent study by the American In-
stitute of Architects designated the home office the most-requested “special function
room” in the house. Chalk it up to the spike in part-time telecommuting, after-hours
e-mailing, and an effort tokeep the Internet out of kids " rooms. Whether it's abare-minimum
desk off the kitchen or a full-blown study with custom cabinets, multiple work surfaces,
and extensive file storage, most families just can't do without a flexible, functional work-
station. As Hinsdale, flinois, homeowner Ann Koheut put it: "Our home office might only
be 7%/2 feet wide and 6 feet deep, but it's probably the most-used room in the house.”
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